Malakoplakia occurring in association with colon carcinoma.
Malakoplakia, characterized by histiocytes with Michaelis-Gutmann bodies, is a rare entity. It is particularly so in the gastrointestinal tract, where it has been described in association with colon cancer, with about 20 cases described worldwide. The significance of this condition lies in its potential effect upon the preoperative staging and treatment of associated colorectal cancer. Its presence may lead to preoperative clinical and radiological over staging and more extensive resection, as well as the use of neoadjuvant therapy or a decision to undertake palliative care. This condition is more common in males. We present the case of the oldest reported patient with this association. The patient was a 90-year-old female who was treated with a sigmoid resection for an obstructing sigmoid lesion. At operation, the left ureter was embedded within an inflammatory pericolic mass but was not grossly involved with tumor. The tumor was a Dukes' stage B adenocarcinoma and occurred in association with malakoplakia.